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Rumors of New Doctor Who 
Feature Film Continue 
Rumors continue to surround the new Doctor Who film project 
that director Paul Anderson (Mortal Kombat, Event Horizon), 
pictured below, and his producing partner Jeremy Bolt 
currently have in development.  The most concrete statement 
on the project was recently found in PCR (Production & 
Casting Report), a trade journal issued only to actors & agents: 

"Producer Jeremy Bolt of Impact Films is involved in the 
long awaited film version of Doctor Who, which is being 
executive produced by David Thompson at BBC Films. 
Still in early script stage the earliest shoot date at the end 
of 2000 in the UK".   

While rumors in mid-September had 
the project canceled by BBC Films, 
Bolt was stating his intentions in an 
interview with SFX Magazine "We 
intend to make a very big film, to 
introduce a new generation to Doctor 
Who. It will appeal to hard core fans 
too, but it will be new and 
contemporary without patronising 
either the new or the old audience. . . 
. I don't want to give away too much 
away, but there will be a large time 
travel element to it. And it will have 

an edge, like we did with Event Horizon. There won't be as 
much gore as in Event Horizon, but we do want to scare 
people." 

But the project was far from dead. The September 19th 
Sunday Times reported that David Thompson was in talks with 
"the makers of The Blair Witch Project" at the Toronto Film 
Festival about making a £14 million Doctor Who movie with 
Impact Pictures.  This "maker" was later revealed to be the 
distributor of The Blair Witch Project, Artisan Entertainment.  

No word, yet, on whether actor Sean Pertwee, son of the late 
Jon Pertwee, will be involved.  Pertwee has starred in almost 
every film directed by Anderson, making his presence likely. 

Meanwhile, in late August, the UK newspaper Independent 
contained an article suggesting that the slow progress in 
developing a Doctor Who theatrical movie have possibly killed 
plans to revive the program on television.  This article reveals 
that writer Russell Davies, responsible for creating the critically 
acclaimed series Queer as Folk on Channel Four, was invited 
to develop a new series proposal for "Doctor Who 2000."  
Channel Four apparently altered the production schedule for a 
Queer as Folk special to allow Davies time to set up the series.  
The Doctor Who Fan Alliance of North America has confirmed 
that much of this rumor is factual, but that plans to revive the 
television series are still very much alive. 

Domination of the Daleks 

Audio Adventures Release Dalek Empire in 2000 
In May 2000, the Doctor Who audio adventures from Big Finish 
Productions, under license from the estate of Terry Nation, 
present the first of a new series of linked dramas featuring the 
Daleks.  This epic will be collectively referred to by the 
umbrella title Dalek Empire. 

It is the year 4256, and the Earth Federation believes that it 
defeated the Daleks long ago.  This could not be further from 
the truth.  In reality, the Daleks retreated, and have been 
waiting for next opportunity to strike.  That moment has arrived. 

The attack begins with Wetworks, a Seventh Doctor and Ace 
story written by Mike Tucker.  It this segment, the Daleks seek 
information to enable them to determine how to deploy their 
forces.  The next release, The Mutant Phase by Nick Briggs, 
is a Fifth Doctor and Nyssa story scheduled to be released in 
July. It will be followed, in January 2001, by Stephen Cole's 
Apocalypse.  This Sixth Doctor adventure features the first 
companion created specifically for the audio adventures, Dr. 
Evelyn Smythe.  Smythe is a 65 year-old historian working 
towards her Professorship, and will be introduced outside the 
Dalek arc in the April 2000 release, The Marian Conspiracy. 

December 2000, meanwhile, will see the release of two related 
single CD adventures by Nick Briggs. These stories feature not 
the Doctor, but a group of freedom fighters caught up in the 
events of the Dalek Empire.  Their story will conclude with two 
final adventures in March 2001, thus concluding the arc. 

The biggest selling point of these new stories may be that they 
bring the Daleks back to their roots -- the 1960's TV stories 
and the famous TV21 comic strips.  As Big Finish co-producer 
Gary Russell explains:  "These are not Daleks easily defeated 
by gunfire or being talked to death.  These are Daleks that may 
be defeated in each individual story, but they are never 
destroyed for good." 

  


